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First published in 1969, this classic manual of automotive repair equips VW owners with the

knowledge to handle every situation they will come across with any air-cooled Volkswagen built

through 1978, including Bugs, Karmann Ghias, vans, and campers. With easy-to-understand,

fun-to-read information &#151; for novice and veteran mechanics alike &#151; anecdotal

descriptions, and clear language, this book takes the mystery out of diagnostic, maintenance, and

repair procedures, and offers some chuckles along the way. This edition features new information

on troubleshooting, new photos, and an updated resource list.
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First, my credentials for this review. From 1971 to 1994 (with insignificant gaps), I've owned and

driven three Vokswagen buses (not including a parts bus)and used this manual to keep all of them

on the road. As of this writing, I'm driving my fourth bus. I've gone through four copies of the Idiot

Book, using each one until it either fell to pieces, became illegible from grease and oil stains, or

needed to be updated as I bought a later-model bus. It has guided me through six or seven engine

rebuilds (I used my engines very, very hard) and God knows how many other procedures ... I think

that I've done every single procedure in the book that applied to my particular makes and models.

And using this book, I've done work on various WV bugs, buses, and squarebacks that belonged to

friends of mine. I agree with everybody who calls this the indispensable reference for VW owners. I



also agree with those who point out its shortcomings. Muir quotes a friend of his, on a review of

another VW book. as saying "I agree one hundred percent with ninety percent of what he says."

That could also apply to my own feelings about this book. As a technical manual, it mostly consists

of solid information -- solid enough, anyway, to get you back on the road so you can find somebody

to show you how to do it the right way. I've always advised a prospective repairer to own both this

book and another manual (my favorite was the green Volkswagen Official Service Manual, also

called the "Bentley"), read the Muir write-up first to get a general idea of what to do, and then

compare it to the other manual, note the differences, and ask somebody why the differences are

there. Usually it's because Muir assumes you're making do with a minimum of tools, or are too

cash-strapped to make a proper fix.
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